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Abstract

The Akhmas system in Basra (dividing Basra into 5 areas)
is one of the oldest forms of tribal - military organization
in the emerging Islamic cities. Basra in the first century
of Hijra was divided into 5 parts: Tameem, Bakr, Al-Azd,
Abdul Qais, and Ahl Aalya. These parts reflect the tribal
structure of the Arabic army. This division was carried
out by Utba bin Ghazwan. He took this step to distribute
soldiers, requlate camps and relate each tribe with a special
residential, military and administrative position. However,
such a classification embodies a political- military structure
that set up the relationship between tribes and the central
government in the emerging city.

The present study seeks to analyze the political loyalties
of these five parts in Basra during the First century of Hijra.
It also sheds light on the relationship between this tribal
classification and the tribes' attitude towards the orthodox
(Rashed) caliphate, the Ummayyad authority and the

opposition movements especially during al-Jamal (Camel)
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War and after. The Azd and Abdul Qais divisions showed an
early alignment with Imam Ali. Tameem showed gradual
adherence to the Ummayyads. Bakr bin Wa'el showed both
hesitation and insurgence, while Al-Aalya took a strategic
neutral position that eventually ended in supporting Ibn
Al-Zubair revolution. These attitudes resulted from precise
balances based on interests, the authority calculations and
tribal affiliation. the study therefore calls for disregarding
the simplified dual reading (loyalty/opposition) and
resorting to a controversial and contextual analysis that
links religion to the political and social identities.

Key Words: Basra; Akhmas; Political Loyalties; First
Century of Hijra; The Caliphate; Tribes; Opposition; Al-

Jamal Battle
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