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Political Relations with the Abyssinians: From the Pre-Islamic
Period to the end of the Rashidun Caliphate

Sarwa Ibrahim Khalaf
Prof. Dr. Noor Al-Huda Faiq
University of Samarra / College of Education for the humanities

Abstract:

This research explores the nature of political and cultural relations between the
Arabian Peninsula and Abyssinia (Al-Habasha), spanning from the pre-Islamic era
to the end of the Rashidun Caliphate. The study highlights the historical roots of
this relationship, which began with commercial ties and mutual migrations, later
evolving into political and military conflicts, most notably the Abyssinian
occupation of Yemen and Abraha's campaign against Mecca. Furthermore, the
research examines the radical shift in these relations following the advent of Islam,
as Abyssinia became a safe haven for early Muslims due to the justice of the Negus
(Al-Najashi), establishing a new model of relations based on mutual respect.
Utilizing a historical-analytical approach, the study relies on primary sources and
poetic evidence that documented these events, concluding with an analysis of these
relations during the era of the Rashidun Caliphates and the stability and limited
interactions that characterized that period.

Keywords: Abyssinians, Kingdom of Aksum, Migration to Abyssinia, Al-
Najashi, Political Relations, Rashidun Era.
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