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Research Summary

The theory of nullification (ihbat) in Islamic theological discourse
examines the impact of sins — particularly major sins — on previously
performed righteous deeds and questions whether they invalidate their
reward. It intersects with another major doctrinal issue, namely, the ruling
concerning the perpetrator of major sins, which makes it a focal point of
debate among Islamic schools regarding the relationship between faith
and deeds. Divergent views on this theory have led to fundamentally
different positions, ranging from those who affirm the nullification of
deeds to those who reject the principle altogether. Consequently, the
study of this theory highlights the significance of adopting a moderate
methodological approach that reconciles the texts of warning and
promise, balances divine justice with the acknowledgment of the vastness
of God’s mercy and will.
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