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Abstract

The Jewish community in lIraq constituted one of the oldest
population groups to have settled in the land since pre-Islamic times, and
it continued to play a vital civilizational and cultural role until the mid-
twentieth century. This community distinguished itself particularly in the
medical field, where its members contributed to the introduction of
modern medical concepts and the advancement of healthcare services in
Iraq during both the Ottoman and Monarchical eras.

Their role was manifested through the participation of Jewish
physicians and pharmacists in official health institutions, such as
government hospitals, as well as in private practices. They also played a
notable part in medical education, especially at the Royal Iraqi Medical
College, founded in 1927, which enrolled students and doctors from
diverse communities, including Jews. Many of these physicians had
received modern training in Europe, a factor that positively influenced the
quality of medical services provided in Iraq.

The medical activity of the Jewish community was marked by
humanitarian and professional values, extending beyond service to a
particular group to encompass all segments of Iragi society. Although this
role diminished following the emigration of Jews from Iraq in the mid-

twentieth century, their contributions remain an integral chapter in the
history of Iragi medicine.
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