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Summary

This research highlights the historically marginalized yet significant role of
women in the tradition of the Kiswah (covering) of the Holy Kaaba. It
demonstrates that women's participation was multifaceted, spanning financial
patronage, administrative supervision, and direct artisanal craftsmanship <The
study reveals contributions from elite figures, such as Queen Zubaydah of the
Abbasid era, who funded the Kiswah, and Shajar al-Durr of the Mamluk period,
who oversaw its production in Egypt. Crucially, it also includes skilled
craftswomen from the general populace, who worked meticulously on weaving and
embroidering the Kiswah, particularly in specialized workshops in Cairo, viewing
their labor as an act of worshipc In the modern era, following the
institutionalization of Kiswah production in Mecca, women's roles have evolved to
encompass administrative, academic, and cultural dimensions related to this sacred
tradition. The research ultimately underscores the continuous and profound, though
often overlooked, contribution of Muslim women to serving lIslam's central
sanctuary across centuries.
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