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Research summary
Israel passed the Absentee Property Law of 1950 following the 1948 war. The
law stipulated that Palestinians who were displaced or forced to flee during the
war would be known as "absentees<" and that ownership of their lands< homes:«
and other properties would be transferred to the State of Israel through the
Custodian of Absentee Property.

As a result of this law« vast areas of Palestinian land were confiscated and
subsequently redistributed for Jewish settlement and state expansion or
development. The law played a pivotal role in altering land ownership patterns
and laws« and significantly diminished the ability of Palestinian refugees and
internally displaced persons to reclaim their properties. This law had a profound

impact on consolidating Israeli control over Palestinian land and marginalizing
Palestinian land rights.
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