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Abstract:

After 2017, Nineveh Governorate faced significant challenges in managing ethnic,
religious, and cultural diversity due to the aftermath of ISIS's control, which targeted
pluralism and diversity in the governorate. This weakened social cohesion and eroded
bonds between the various components—Arabs, Kurds, Christians (Assyrians, Chaldeans,
Syriacs), Yazidis, Shabaks, Turkmen, and Kakais. Each group has its own distinct identity
and traditions, which became threatened by those events. Following the defeat of ISIS,
concerns about preserving cultural identity remained a source of tension, impacting the
stability of peaceful coexistence, leading to a lack of trust among community components,
and increasing levels of social isolation. Consequently, the need arose to research diversity
management in Nineveh Governorate, the preservation of its cultural heritage, and the
impact of political and administrative conflicts that hindered solutions to representation
issues for the diverse components. Additionally, challenges in resettling internally
displaced persons and reintegrating them into their communities emerged.
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Accordingly, this research aims to study the ongoing impacts of these events on rebuilding
social cohesion and community recovery in Nineveh, taking into account the current
security, political, and economic challenges.
Keywords: social cohesion, diversity management, Nineveh Governorate, religious
diversity, ethnic diversity.
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