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Abstract

The phenomenon of school dropout in Karbala
Governorate poses a significant challenge that
requires combined official and community
efforts to reduce it. Although the "Return to
Education" campaign has achieved notable
successes, figures still indicate that hundreds of
thousands of children remain outside school
walls, necessitating the development of more
effective and sustainable strategies to eliminate
this dangerous phenomenon that threatens the
future of coming generations. The number of
dropouts in primary schools reached (912
dropouts), of whom males accounted for
(57.2%), while females accounted for (42.8%),
with a gender ratio of (130.4). This confirms
that dropout rates in primary schools are higher
than in secondary schools, as it is the
foundational stage of education, and dropout is
often linked to the cultural level and cohesion
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of the student's family, in addition to the
economic situation. As for secondary school
dropouts, leaving school is often related to
economic circumstances or dropout due to
marriage. Secondary school recorded (702
dropouts), of whom males accounted for
(70.4%), while females accounted for (29.6%),
with a gender ratio of (127.5). Furthermore, the
geographical distribution of dropout students
across Karbala Governorate shows variation in
male and female ratios among administrative
units. In the center of Karbala district, the
school dropout rate for males was higher than
for females in both primary and secondary
schools. Emphasizing the periodic activation of
the school card leads to providing real results
about the scale of this phenomenon by
developing and supplying the school card with
comprehensive information, considering that
the school card is not merely an attendance
document but an integrated system for
recording dropouts and tracking efforts made to
bring them back to school desks.
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