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Abstract
This study examines the poetic purposes associated with the reign of Sultan al-Malik al-Zahir Baybars in Egypt
and Syria as a decisive moment in early Mamluk literary culture. It argues that Zahirid-period poetry was not
merely a conventional continuation of panegyric, love poetry, elegy, description, and complaint, but a cultural
discourse shaped by war, political legitimacy, urban life, and collective memory. Using a historical-analytical
method, the study links poetic themes to their political, social, and aesthetic contexts. It concludes that martial

and political panegyric dominated the period, while other poetic purposes retained meaningful social and artistic
functions.Keywords: Zahirid State, al-Zahir Baybars, Mamluk period, poetic purposes, martial poetry.
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