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The importance of this strategy lies in its ability to make learners active participants in the
classroom, encouraging them to draw on their prior knowledge and use it in discussions to
solve problems they may encounter while learning scouting skills.

The study aims to investigate the effectiveness of the realistic teaching model on cognitive
achievement in scout education and on the development of critical thinking among first-
year students in the College of Physical Education and Sports Sciences.

The researcher employed the experimental method due to its suitability for the study's
nature. The research population consisted of first-year students in the College of Physical
Education and Sports Sciences at the University of Mosul for the academic year (2024—
2025). The research sample was selected purposively and comprised two sections (D and
T) totaling 40 students. They were divided into two groups (experimental and control),
with 20 students in each group.

The independent variables were the realistic teaching strategy and the traditional method.
The experimental group was taught using the realistic teaching strategy, while the control
group was taught using the traditional method. The experiment lasted 8 weeks for both
groups, with one instructional unit per week.

Pre- and post-tests were administered for the research variables (the critical thinking test
and the cognitive achievement test). The researcher used SPSS to analyze the results.

The findings indicated that the realistic teaching strategy effectively improved cognitive
achievement in acquiring some concepts of scout education and developed critical
thinking. The experimental group outperformed the control group in both cognitive
achievement and critical thinking.
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