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The Culture of Shame and the Anthropology of the Tribe
The Systematics of Pre-Islamic Poetry Between Reality and Imagination
M.Dr Batool Nama Ali
College of Basic Educaion-Sumer University
Batool.nama@uos.edu.ig

Summary:

This study adopts the term "culture of shame" to explore the cultural system and examine the
implications of pre-Islamic poetic texts for the anthropology of tribal society according to
contexts and systems in which shame appears as a tool of social control. Poetry contributed
to its prevalence and affirmation as a means of transforming private behavior into a public
scandal that does not affect just one individual of the tribe but rather a shame branded on
everyone. Thus, shame becomes a form of social exchange based on the principle of
equivalence: equivalence in blood, marriage, generosity, and honor. This led them to a
duality of values and contradictions. The pre-Islamic society is distinctly a society of
disgrace; shame only occurs if others see or hear about it
This is manifested through establishing the concept of cultural shame and examining and
analyzing poetic texts that carry the systemic phenomena of shame, analyzing them
culturally according to the textual analytical method. The research reaches the conclusion
that shame is not read in literature as a social insult but as a functional system that protects
cultural identity and defines the features of the ideal person in that era. Shame is not merely
an individual feeling of guilt but an organizational mechanism that preserves the tribe's
entity from disintegration, as a social contract whose ultimate function is the solidarity of the
group in a harsh desert environment that shows no mercy to the weak.
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