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Abstract
This research examines nonlinear narrative techniques in the contemporary Arabic short story as one
of the most prominent artistic features that have contributed to the development of modern narrative
structure. It aims to reveal the nature of these techniques and demonstrate their impact on meaning
construction within the fictional text through analyzing their theoretical foundations and practical
applications.
The study adopts the analytical approach by examining a number of narrative models to explore the
mechanisms of employing techniques such as flashback, foreshadowing, temporal fragmentation, and
multiple perspectives. It also seeks to highlight the relationship between these techniques and the
deepening of meaning, as well as the activation of the reader’s role in producing interpretation.
The research concludes that nonlinear narrative is not merely a departure from the traditional pattern,
but rather an artistic mode that reflects the complexity of contemporary reality and the fragmentation
of human experience. It also contributes to producing open texts that allow multiple interpretations.
The findings confirm that this narrative mode enhances the aesthetic value of the text and grants the

reader an active role in the process of reception.
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