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Abstract
In any field of knowledge, there must be precise and fixed terms that convey the meanings and cognitive weight
of that field, and literature is one of those fields. It is perhaps the most confusing of the fields in terms of
terminology, as is the case in the West as it is among Arabs, but in the Arab environment it is even more
problematic, numerous, and varied. We are not here to enumerate the reasons for this confusion, but we point
out that it is a tangible reality that manifests itself on various literary levels, including the level of critical
terminology. The terms for a single concept have diversified and varied for reasons that are perhaps the most
prominent of which is the lack of reliance on a clear reference or a specialized institution in this field. Most
efforts are individual efforts by critics, each drawing from his own source. Also, most of the terms are translated
from languages other than Arabic, which differ in their contexts regarding a clear understanding of the term.
The matter becomes more ambiguous when that term is translated. Therefore, we see in our Arabic literature
numerous suggestions for a single term, some of which may come close to the concept and become widespread,
while others may not extend beyond the confines of the book or journal in which they were published. In this

study, we will examine the problem of the term “criticism of criticism,” attempting to shed light on a section of
the most important terminological attempts in it..
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