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Abstract
This study aims to examine the concept of the incidental (or emergent) excuse in devotional jurisprudence
(‘ibadat) through a comparative analysis grounded in the methodological frameworks of early Muslim jurists.
The research seeks to clarify the nature, boundaries, and legal implications of this concept—one that plays a
significant role in the alleviation or suspension of legal obligation, in harmony with the higher objectives of
Islamic law related to removing hardship and preserving human welfare. The term “incidental excuse” appears
scattered throughout early juristic writings without a unified technical definition, making its systematic
examination essential for understanding the juristic logic of the early scholars and for informing contemporary
legal reasoning.The study traces early legal positions from the schools of al-Hijaz, Iraq, and al-Sham, analyzing
how early jurists approached excuses that arise suddenly during or prior to acts of worship. It compares their
reasoning, textual evidences, and underlying legal causes in key domains such as purification, prayer, fasting,
pilgrimage, and almsgiving. Special attention is given to distinguishing the incidental excuse from related
concepts such as the concurrent excuse, the permanent excuse, and inherent incapacity; and to identifying how
each category affects the transition from strict obligation to concession, substitution, or exemption.The findings
reveal that classical jurists of the first centuries did not treat the incidental excuse merely as a factual occurrence,
but as a legally operative cause that justifies a shift from strict performance to facilitation. Their assessment of
such excuses rested on three principal elements: the presence of hardship, the inability to perform the act in its
original form, and the consideration of consequences (ma’alat). The study also demonstrates that early juristic
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methodology integrated textual interpretation with a nuanced teleological approach, emphasizing the rationales
of rulings rather than rigid formalism.UItimately, the research argues that refining this concept provides a
valuable analytical tool for addressing contemporary juristic challenges by building upon the foundational

methodologies of early Islamic scholarship.
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