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Abstract

The codification of the Mongol law known as the Yassa, which was one of the first
outcomes of the Mongols’ adoption of the Uighur script, represented an important step in
organizing political and social life within the Mongol Empire. This code became the
supreme legislative reference for the Mongol khans, alongside the teachings of Genghis
Khan, which were based on the customs and popular traditions of Mongol society that
were granted a binding legal character. Respect for these rules was imposed on both the
khans and the people, thereby regulating the relationship between the ruler and the ruled.
Consequently, the Great Yassa emerged to define the rules governing social relations
among members of society.

The Yassa also included a set of provisions concerning punishment and penalties. These
regulations imposed discipline within Mongol society and were characterized by strictness
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and severity in order to achieve deterrence, maintain the judicial order within the Mongol
Empire, reinforce the authority of the state, and ensure obedience to the ruling power

Through these regulations, it becomes clear that the Mongol system of governance was
based on three main principles: submission to Genghis Khan as the supreme leader of the
state, the unification of the tribes into a single tribe within one political entity, and the
strict punishment of anyone who violated the laws or disrupted public order. These
principles contributed to regulating public behavior within Mongol society and
strengthening cohesion among its members.

Keywords: Yassa Law, Genghis Khan, Mongol Judicial System, Mongol Legislation
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