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Abstract
Since its establishment, the Ottoman Empire witnessed remarkable territorial expansion across Europe and Asia.
This expansion relied on a diverse military system that combined regular, semi-regular, and local forces. Among
the most prominent of these groups were the martolos, who played a pivotal role in maintaining internal security
and safeguarding the borders and open territories, particularly in the Balkans, Albania, and Macedonia.The
martolos were characterized as semi-regular forces, often recruited from non-Muslim populations who retained
their religious and social identity in exchange for serving the Ottoman state. They functioned as a flexible
military and security arm in mountainous and sensitive regions. Their duties included securing roads and
caravans, protecting fortresses and border passes, and performing important intelligence functions during
military campaigns against neighboring European powers.This study falls within the framework of examining
the organizational and military aspects of the martolos, analyzing their role in serving the Ottoman state by
tracing their origins, organization, functions, and the reasons behind their later decline, ultimately assessing
their impact on Ottoman military and security policy.Keywords: Martolos, Ottoman Empire, Military System,
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