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Care for orphans and people with special needs
During the Mamluk era
Asst. Prof. Dr. Zainab Hatam Irzouqi AL- Khazraji

Abstract:

This research examines the system of care for orphans and people with special
needs during the Mamluk era, employing a historical-analytical approach based
on primary sources such as history books, biographies, and literature on market
supervision and endowments, while also utilizing a comparative methodology.

The research aims to demonstrate the advanced social awareness within Mamluk
society regarding vulnerable groups, which was embodied in an integrated
network of welfare institutions. The most prominent of these were: the charitable
endowment system, which served as the primary funding mechanism; specialized
hospitals (bimaristans) that provided free healthcare; orphanages that combined
shelter with vocational training; and the role of the Sharia courts in protecting the
rights of these groups.

Regarding people with disabilities, the research reveals a divergence in legal and
social attitudes. Some physical disabilities (such as blindness) received a degree
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of recognition and integration into academic and religious life, while severe
intellectual disabilities faced greater challenges.
Sources also indicate attempts to integrate this group professionally and socially
through markets, mosques, and Quranic schools, despite gaps between legal
theory and practical application, and instances of administrative corruption or
inadequate care. This research concludes that the Mamluk era produced a
relatively advanced system of care compared to its European counterpart, even if
it was not perfect or free of contradictions. This opens the door to drawing
lessons that can be applied to building sustainable, contemporary social welfare
systems
Keywords: Orphan care - Disability in Islamic history - Hospitals - Sharia courts
- Care institutions - Mamluk society.
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