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Abstract

This study examines the indirect relationship between Al-Andalus and the Kanem—Bornu
Empire during the medieval period. Despite geographical distance and the absence of
direct political contact, cultural, religious, and commercial links developed through
broader Islamic networks and trans-Saharan trade routes. Islam served as a unifying
religious framework, while knowledge, manuscripts, and scholars circulated indirectly
from western Islamic centers, including Al-Andalus, to Central Africa. Trans-Saharan
trade facilitated the exchange of goods and ideas, generating a mutual civilizational
influence, particularly visible in religious education, the spread of Arabic, and
administrative practices within Kanem-Bornu.

Keywords: Al-Andalus, Kanem-Bornu Empire, Trans-Saharan trade, Islamic world,
Cultural exchange, Central Africa.
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