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Abstract:

The current era is witnessing a rapid transformation in the use of artificial intelli-
gence (Al) technologies across various fields, most notably in the religious domain,
particularly in issuing fatwas through automated systems. This study aims to examine
the legitimacy of employing Al in the process of issuing fatwas by offering a juristic
foundation and critical analysis of this emerging phenomenon. It also outlines the
potential opportunities, the surrounding challenges, and proposes necessary Shari ‘ah
and ethical guidelines.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology, supported by compar-
ative and critical approaches, through analyzing previous studies and evaluating the
outputs of certain Al systems such as GPT-3 and GPT-5. The study concludes that Al
can effectively assist in serving the fatwa process -by collecting, classifying, and facil-
itating access to information- but lacks the core qualifications for independent ijtihad,
such as scholarly knowledge, piety, and legal responsibility, rendering it unqualified
to independently issue legal rulings.

The study also highlights several risks, including the absence of contextual un-
derstanding, potential bias, and reliance on unverified data, all of which may un-
dermine public trust in religious verdicts. It proposes Shariah-compliant and ethical
safeguards, emphasizing human oversight, transparency, and source verification. The
research concludes with recommendations to regulate the use of Al within institutional
fatwa bodies, affirming that Al should serve as a supportive tool -not a substitute- for

scholarly ijtihad.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Fatwa, Ijtihad, Guidelines, Opportunities and

Challenges.
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