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Abstract
The present study aims to identify the effect of using the Karen instructional model in
reducing spelling difficulties among special education pupils (students with learning
difficulties). To achieve the objectives of the study, three hypotheses were formulated.
The experimental method with two groups was employed an experimental group
consisting of (12) pupils and a control group consisting of (12) pupils. Equivalence
between the two groups was established based on several variables using the Mann—
Whitney test and the Chi-square test
Regarding the research instruments, instructional plans for spelling and its topics were
prepared using the Karen instructional model for the experimental group, while the
traditional method was applied to the control group, based on the prescribed textbook
topics. In addition, a spelling test was constructed for pre- and post-application, and a
test blueprint was developed. Face validity of the test was established, and reliability
was calculated using Pearson’s correlation coefficient, which reached (0.78). Item
difficulty and discrimination indices were also computed based on a pilot sample.
The experiment was implemented over a period of (9) weeks, comprising (27)
instructional sessions, covering the following topics: writing letters and distinguishing
between them, writing the hamza, and writing and using punctuation marks. The
Mann—Whitney test was used to analyze the results.
The findings revealed the superiority of the experimental group, which was taught
according to the Karen instructional model, over the control group, which was taught
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using the conventional traditional method, in reducing spelling difficulties among
special education pupils in the areas of writing letters and distinguishing between them,
writing the hamza, and writing and using punctuation marks. Based on these results, the
researcher proposed a number of recommendations and suggestions.
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