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Abstract:

This research examines and analyzes the legal frameworks governing maternity rights in past and present
Western legal systems. The study aims to explore how Western legislation balances the protection of working
women's rights with family obligations and duties, and to assess the adequacy of these laws in addressing the
demands and challenges of Western societies. The central problem addressed is the disparity in the level of legal
protection for maternity between systems that adopt social protection models, such as those in the European
Union, and systems that follow a liberal model, such as the United States. The study seeks to answer a
fundamental question: to what extent have Western systems succeeded in providing legal guarantees that
prevent discrimination against motherhood in the labor market? The research employs both comparative and
analytical methods of examining legal and legislative texts, and is divided into several sections, including:
Maternity leave: its duration, whether it is paid, and the required conditions for eligibility; Protection from
dismissal: legal guarantees and legislation that prevent the termination of employment contracts due to
pregnancy or childbirth; Financial rights of mothers and fathers; and Healthcare for mothers and children: the
role of health and social security institutions.
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