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Abstract
This study deals with the position (attitude) of Iragi jurists towards the Abbasid authority
during the period between 198 AH and 328 AH, a period characterized by major political
and intellectual transformations in the Abbasid state. The research aims to analyze the
nature of the relationship between scholars and political power, and to ask whether it is a
relationship of subordination, independence, or a combination of cooperation and conflict.
The study reveals that jurists did not adopt a unified position, but rather expressed diverse
positions shaped by their jurisprudential interpretations and the circumstances surrounding
them. Some scholars have chosen to cooperate with the authorities, believing that
cooperation within state institutions —especially the judiciary— would promote justice
and serve the public interest. Others adopted an opposition position, rejecting political
interference in religious matters. This was particularly evident during the ordeal (the
Inquisition of the Holy Quran), where many jurists resisted state-imposed doctrines
despite facing persecution.
A third group maintained a neutral position, prioritizing scientific independence by
avoiding direct involvement with language while continuing its roles in teaching and
issuing legal opinions. At the same time, the Abbasid authority used various methods to
influence scholars, including official appointments, financial incentives, and sometimes
coercion.
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The study concludes that the relationship between Iraqi jurists and the Abbasid authority
was complex and dynamic, fluctuating according to political and intellectual contexts.
This interaction contributed significantly to the development of Islamic jurisprudence,
shaped the role of scholars in society, and highlighted the complex relationship between
religion and politics in Islamic history.
Keywords:
Jurists, Abbasid State, Irag, Political Authority, Scholarly Independence
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