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Abstract
Title: The Role of Social Media Networks as an Alternative Platform for Distributing News Content for Local
Radio and Television Stations in Iraq: Opportunities and Challenges — A Field Survey StudyThe impetus for
this study arose from a persistent question that has occupied my mind throughout my years working in the Iraqi
media field: where is the Iraqi public‘s compass truly pointing when it comes to news consumption? Is the
television set in the living room or the neighborhood caf€ still the primary source, or has the ever-present mobile
phone dethroned it? Driven by this curiosity, the study aimed to explore the role of social media networks as an
alternative platform for distributing news content for local radio and television stations in Iraq, and to identify
the opportunities these platforms present alongside the challenges that hinder their effective employment.Given
that the subject demands field engagement rather than mere theoretical speculation from behind a desk, the

study adopted the descriptive survey method. Data were gathered through two complementary approaches: a
quantitative one, utilizing two questionnaires—one distributed to (120) media professionals working in six Iraqi
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radio and television institutions, and the other to (400) individuals from the Iraqi public; and a qualitative one,
employing in-depth interviews that I personally conducted with (12) media institution managers and heads of
news departments. The theoretical framework rested on Media Dependency Theory, which I found to be the
most capable of explaining the intricate relationship between the audience, media institutions, and digital
platforms.The findings revealed several results, some of which were surprising even to me. The study showed
that (76.7%) of Iraqi media professionals rely heavily on social media to distribute news content, with Telegram,
Facebook, and TikTok leading the pack—a clear indication of a genuine transformation in media practice that
can no longer be overlooked. Furthermore, the study uncovered a positive correlation between the public’s
reliance on social media for news and a corresponding decline in their consumption of traditional media, which,
in my view, explains the anxiety felt by many working in the traditional media sector. The most prominent
opportunities identified were low cost, wide reach, and immediate interactivity with the audience, while the
foremost challenges centered on the age-old dilemma of weak credibility and the proliferation of fake news,
compounded by a lack of funding, insufficient training, and poor digital infrastructure. The study concludes
with a set of actionable recommendations aimed at developing effective strategies for employing these platforms
while upholding the professional standards that constitute the very essence of journalistic work.Keywords:
Social Media Networks, News Content, Local Radio and Television, Iraq, Opportunities and Challenges, Media

Dependency.
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