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Abstract:

This study explores the major functional and aesthetic transformations of official attire
during the Abbasid era, emphasizing the strong influence of Persian civilization on
shaping the visual identity of state officials’ clothing. Dress evolved from early Arab
simplicity to Abbasid luxury and ornamentation, reflecting deeper Persian impact on
political, administrative, and cultural structures.

Official attire became a marker of social and functional status, reinforcing hierarchy
within the state. The study highlights key Persian elements—such as the galansuwa (cap),
qaba’ (robe), and khuff (leather footwear)—which were transformed into symbols of
Abbasid authority and prestige in Baghdad and Samarra.

It also examines the symbolic meanings of colors and luxurious fabrics like silk and
brocade, showing how they conveyed power, wealth, and distinction. Together, these
elements helped create a formal appearance that embodied the imperial identity of the
Abbasid Caliphate.
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