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(The Semantic Significance of the Nominal Structure Governed by Kana in Siirat al-
Kahf)

M.M:Fatimah Hussein Issa
College of Arts / University of Kirkuk
fatimahussein@uokirkuk.edu.iq
Abstract :

At the core of sentence structure in the Qur’anic text of Surat al-Kahf, the defective verb
(kana) is not confined to its function as a fixed grammatical element; rather, it transcends
its syntactic boundaries to open broad semantic horizons. In doing so, it contributes to
shaping the deeper underlying vision from which grammatical and rhetorical meanings
emerge. From this perspective, the importance of examining the nominal construction
governed by (kana) in Surat al-Kahf becomes evident. The surah, with all its verses,
represents a rich linguistic field, filled with multiple narratives and intertwined temporal
and spatial dimensions.
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In Surat al-Kahf, (kana) moves beyond the mere indication of past tense to convey
continuity, realization, and the manifestation of divine wisdom. It does not merely record
events; rather, it connects their temporal unfolding with divine orchestration, revealing the
interplay between the inner and outer dimensions of meaning.

This study examines the defective (kana) through a systematic classification into patterns
based on its syntactic structure: cases where its subject is an explicit noun and its
predicate, where its subject appears as an explicit or implicit pronoun, as well as
constructions involving delayed subjects and fronted predicates in) prepositional and
adverbial phrases), including) prepositional phrases) and adverbials of time and place.
Each of these patterns carries layered grammatical, semantic, and rhetorical implications,
shedding light on the sentence in which (kana) occurs—whether it is independent,
coordinated, or verbal in nature.

The study is structured with an introduction, followed by ten patterns of the defective
(kana), and concludes with a) conclusion) and references.

Keywords: defective (kana), patterns of (kana) in subject and predicate, the sentence
containing (kana), syntactic analysis and exposition, semantic significance.
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