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The Comparative Adjective in the Holy Quran: A Semantic Study
Ibrahim Khalil Alawi

Summary

All praise is due to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon the
Seal of the Prophets and Messengers, our Prophet Muhammad, and upon his
family and companions, and all those who follow them in righteousness until the
Day of Judgment. To proceed: The Holy Quran, the miraculous Book of Allah, is
the wellspring of wisdom and the foremost source of eloquence, whose wellspring
never runs dry. Within its pages lie treasures of language and secrets of expression
that have astounded minds and rendered the most eloquent speechless. Among the
greatest aspects of its miraculous nature is its rhetorical brilliance, manifested in
the precision of its word choice, the beauty of its structures, and the depth of its
meanings. From this perspective arises the importance of linguistic and rhetorical
studies that analyze and interpret the Quranic text, striving to uncover some of the
secrets of this magnificent book. Among the prominent stylistic features of the
Holy Quran, the comparative form stands out as an effective rhetorical device that
carries within it profound implications and subtle meanings. The superlative form,
in its familiar form) »J= afal), is not limited to a superficial comparison between
two things; rather, it goes beyond that to perform multiple semantic and rhetorical
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functions that vary according to the context in which it appears. It is a tool for

emphasis, a tool for exaggeration, and a tool for highlighting a particular quality. It

may even completely depart from its original meaning to convey new, unforeseen

connotations.

Keywords: superlative, Holy Quran
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