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Abstract:

Modern penal science has recognized that traditional punishment no longer fulfills its fundamental purpose,
which is to achieve general deterrence and prevent recidivism. The criminal policy based on deprivation of
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liberty as a response to criminal behavior has become a heavy burden on societies due to the increasing number
of convicted individuals. Consequently, contemporary criminal legislation has sought to introduce alternatives
to custodial sentences, particularly short-term imprisonment, with the aim of rehabilitating offenders and
reforming their behavior so that they may reintegrate as productive members of society.Although punishment
is one of the oldest measures known to human society for combating and reducing crime, its purpose has never
been limited to inflicting pain or retaliation; rather, it aims primarily at reform and reintegration of the offender
into the community. Punishments are classified, according to their nature and impact, into four categories:
corporal punishments, custodial punishments, financial penalties, and punishments affecting social status. The
Iraqi Penal Code No. (111) of 1969, as amended, provides for original, accessory, and supplementary penalties,
which have significant implications for the offender’s social standing and reputation.Modern concepts of
punishment have adopted an approach focused on rehabilitating offenders and reintegrating them into society
to achieve genuine reform. This shift has led many countries to introduce alternative sanctions as non-custodial
measures that may be applied before, during, or after trial. These alternatives have taken various forms in
contemporary legislation, the most notable of which is the system of suspended sentences. Key Word:
Deterrence, Rehabilitation, Punishment, Criminal, Alternative Punishments.
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