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Abstract :

The study of religious institutions under the Fatimids represents a subject of
considerable significance, as the dynasty sought to establish an integrated religious
system embodied in mosques and congregational centers, in addition to the offices of
the Chief Judge (Qadi al-Qudat) and the Chief Missionary (Da ‘1 al-Du‘at), as well as
the systems of endowments (awqaf/ahbas) and the hisba (market and moral
oversight). These

institutions had a profound impact on public life: on the one hand, they served
Egyptian society through educational establishments, judicial administration, and the
supervision of social and religious affairs; on the other hand, they functioned as
political instruments for disseminating Ismaili doctrine, consolidating authority, and
reinforcing the foundations of the Fatimid state, which endured for over two centuries
(358 AH/969 CE — 567 AH/1171 CE)

It can therefore be argued that these structures played a pivotal role in affirming the
Fatimid state’s identity and leaving a lasting imprint on Egypt’s religious and cultural
history
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