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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the historical roots of the Armenian—Azerbaijani
conflict in the Nagorno-Karabakh region by tracing its development since the
early twentieth century, with reference to earlier backgrounds related to Ottoman
and then Russian control, leading up to the Soviet era and its direct implications.
The research focuses on the main stages of the conflict, beginning with the
delimitation of borders between the Soviet republics of the Caucasus and Turkey,
the establishment of the autonomous region in 1923, and the Soviet policies of
resettlement and deportation that altered the demographic composition and
reshaped the region’s balance. It also addresses the role of external interventions
in fueling the conflict and demonstrates that the roots of the crisis are not limited
to national and religious divisions, but are also tied to the rivalry of great powers
over the region. Consequently, Nagorno-Karabakh became a chronic conflict
zone that persisted until the dissolution of the Soviet Union and beyond. The
study employs a historical-analytical methodology to link political, social, and
economic developments in order to understand the deep-seated foundations of
.this protracted conflict

Keywords:
Historical roots of the Armenian—Azerbaijani conflict; Collapse of the Soviet
Union and its impact on Karabakh
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