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Abstract

This study offers a historical analysis of the references found in al-Kafi by al-
Kulayni (d. 329 AH/940 CE) to the tawqi‘at and brief written communications
issued by the Sacred Precinct (al-nahiya al-mugaddasa) and addressed to the
agents of Imam al-Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance) during the period
of the Minor Occultation. The work identifies several significant examples that
affirm the existence of correspondence between the Imam and his
representatives, reflecting the organizational relationship that connected the
Imami community with the divinely appointed authority during the era of
occultation. These references appear within a narrative framework aimed at
demonstrating the authenticity of the link between Imam al-Mahdi (a) and his
trusted deputies, and highlighting the practical role they played in transmitting
guestions, conveying responses, and maintaining structured communication
between the community and the Imam in that pivotal period of Imami history.
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