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Research Summary

This study is a serious attempt to delve into applied hadith criticism by
reviewing and analyzing the criticisms leveled by Imam Abu al-Hasan al-
Daraqutni against the books of al-Bukhari and Muslim, the two most authentic
collections of prophetic hadith. The study aims to reveal the nature of these
criticisms and whether they undermine the fundamental authenticity of the hadiths
or are merely a comparison between different chains of transmission. The
researcher adopted an inductive-analytical approach and concluded that the vast
majority of al-Daraqutni's criticisms are “artificial" criticisms of the chain of
transmission (isnad) and do not lower the hadiths from their general acceptability.
Rather, they reflect al-Daraqutni's strictness in the criteria of continuity and
accuracy. The research concludes with important recommendations regarding the
necessity of distinguishing between critical and non-critical defects when studying
the two Sahihs (al-Bukhari and Muslim), and it calls for enriching the Islamic
library with analytical studies that combine the approaches of early and later
scholars in hadith criticism.
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