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Abstract

The Iranian-Israeli conflict has had political and economic repercussions on
Irag during the period from 2003 to 2026. Iranian influence in Iraq evolved since
2003, as Tehran exploited the strategic vacuum following the American
occupation to deepen its presence through multiple political, security, and
economic tools. In contrast, Israel viewed this expansion with grave concern and
began launching military and intelligence strikes within lIraqi territory aimed at
containing it. This conflict reached its peak in the 12-day war (June 2025), which
constituted the first direct military confrontation between Iran and Israel,
culminating in "Operation Split Serpent” (March 2026) that resulted in the
assassination of Iran's Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, senior commanders of the
Revolutionary Guard, and nuclear scientists. Irag paid a heavy price for being an
open arena for this conflict; its national sovereignty was breached, its political
decision- making became hostage to external pressures, and the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz in response to Khamenei's assassination had a direct impact on
the Iragi economy, which depends on oil revenues for 90% of its income, leading
to a halt in oil exports and the interruption of gas and electricity supplies.
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The Iranian-Israeli conflict revealed the fragility and weakness of the Iraqi
state in the face of external pressures, as well as the depth of the structural crisis it
suffers from. It also demonstrated a decline in Iran's ability to mobilize its Iraqi
allies, contrasted with the emergence of a growing national trend demanding the
independence of political decision-making. This makes Iraq's future hostage to
developments in the regional landscape and the ability of the political elite to
overcome its divisions and build a unifying national vision.
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