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Abstract

In recent years, Iraqi society has witnessed a clear spread of the phenomenon of drugs,
with rates increasing every year, due to many interconnected factors such as
unemployment, poor educational levels, family disintegration, and weak control over
border crossings with neighboring countries. The most prominent types of narcotics in
Irag are cannabis, crystal, and Captagon pills, according to the Iraqi Ministry of Interior.
Drugs have a clear impact on society, and their danger lies in targeting the important
segment of society, namely the working and productive segment, which is the youth.
Drugs turn young people from a tool for building the nation into a tool for destruction
and disintegration.

The study aims to determine the extent of the crime of drugs in Diyala Governorate, its
spatial and temporal variation, and to identify the causes that led to the spread of this
phenomenon and the effects that result from it.

The study showed specific data on drug offenders (prisoners) in Diyala Governorate,
such as identifying the educational level and its role in drug abuse, and it turned out
that the educational level has an effective role, as culture provides the individual with
the ability to avoid entering this dark tunnel. The ease of providing drugs, poverty,
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unemployment, and bad company are driving factors towards abuse and experimenting
with drugs to escape from a painful reality that the abuser was living, according to him.
The study highlighted the dimensions of the phenomenon of drugs in Iraq, and one of
the most important dimensions was the political dimension, where drugs were used as
a factor in destabilizing the Iraqi state. Drugs weaken national loyalty among the Iraqi
people, spread political and administrative corruption, and lead to international and
regional tensions. The second dimension is the economic dimension of drug crimes in
Irag, where drugs work to spread administrative and financial corruption in the places
where they are present, undermine the Iraqi workforce, and consequently reduce
economic productivity, affecting investments and development. The third dimension is
the social dimension of drugs, which works to disintegrate the Iragi family and society,
and deteriorate social and moral values. The fourth dimension is the security dimension,
which is the occupation of security forces in the circle of drugs to allow these
organizations to achieve their geostrategic and geopolitical projects without any
obstacles.

To achieve its goals, the study was structured into four chapters and two sections for each chapter to
cover the necessary aspects of drug abuse and identify the causes of the spread of this phenomenon in
Diyala Governorate. The first chapter was a conceptual framework and theories that explained crime, the
second chapter was the geographical factors and their impact on the spread of drug crimes in Diyala
Governorate, the third chapter studied the reasons that led to abuse and included a questionnaire

distributed to prisoners to answer without pressure or intimidation, and the fourth chapter came with the
geopolitical dimensions of the phenomenon of drugs in Irag.
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