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Abstract

The Quranic statement represents the pinnacle of linguistic inimitability (/ jaz), where
each word performs a precise semantic and psychological function that cannot be fulfilled
by any other term in the same context. Among the most prominent semantic fields in the
Holy Quran are those of precedence (Sabg) and dominance (Ghalaba). These
significations transcend mere material advancement or physical victory; rather, they
constitute a sophisticated network of divine laws (Sunnan) that calibrate the equilibrium
between the self, the environment, and society. They serve as a catalyst, propelling the
human condition from stasis to action, and from vulnerability and fear to preponderance
and empowerment (Tamkin).

The research problem identifies a semantic gap among readers and exegetes who
often treat terms of precedence and dominance as synonyms. This reductive view has led
to the dissipation of the fundamental distinctions established by the Quranic text.
Accordingly, this study seeks to address the following question: How does Quranic
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expression intentionally differentiate between these terms through purposeful selection

and masterful compositional arrangement (Nazm)?

The study posits that "precedence” (Sabq) in Quranic discourse acts as the cause and
the condition, while "dominance” (Ghalaba) represents the consequence and the ultimate
attainment. These terms are designed to address various levels of the human psyche,
motivating it toward purposeful action and the realization of divine objectives. The
research aims to uncover the subtle nuances between these terms, their specific contextual
occurrences, and the miraculous nature of their placement. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical methodology, the study interrogates the precise semantic boundaries and the
interconnectedness between Sabg and Ghalaba, demonstrating how they form a linear
progression leading to the believer's ultimate success and fulfillment.
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Keywords: Quranic Inimitability (I’jaz), Semantics, Precedence (Sabq) and Dominance
(Ghalaba), Linguistic Arrangement (Nazm), Divine Laws (Sunnan).
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