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Research Summary

Al-Nasafi relied primarily on the "Usuli Schools" (Schools of
Jurisprudential Principles) that preceded his era, most notably: Usul al-
Bazdawi (Fakhr al-Islam), which is considered al-Nasafi's primary
reference, as he was influenced by its methodology in establishing Hanafi
principles. He also drew from Usul al-Sarakhsi, deriving numerous
practical applications and evidentiary arguments, particularly in
controversial issues (Masa’il al-Khilaf), as well as the works of al-Jassas
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(Abu Bakr al-Razi), which he utilized to link foundational principles
(Usul) with exegesis (Tafsir) and legal rulings (Ahkam).

Regarding Hadith sources, al-Nasafi did not overlook the textual
evidence (al-Janib al-Nagli); rather, he cited textual proofs from the Six
Books (al-Kutub al-Sittah), focusing on what serves Hanafi
jurisprudential rules. He also utilized previous Hadith commentaries to
clarify modes of inference and to reconcile transmitted texts with rational
reasoning.

Furthermore, he relied on Juridical sources (Furu'); since his book
"Kashf al-Asrar" is a commentary on the principles of jurisprudence, al-
Nasafi needed to connect these principles to specific legal branches
through the works of Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaybani (Zahir al-
Riwayah), such as "al-Asl" and "al-Jami' al-Kabir", and Mukhtasar al-
Tahawi as a reference for the jurisprudence of the early Imams.

In terms of Linguistic and Grammatical sources, as the science of Usul
depends largely on the "implications of words" (Dalalat al-Alfaz), al-
Nasafi derived his material from Sibawayh and al-Farra to anchor the
grammatical rules upon which legal deduction (lIstinbat) is built. For
lexicography, he relied on lexicons (such as al-Sihah by al-Jawhari) to
verify the meanings of linguistic terms. Finally, he incorporated
Theological sources (IIm al-Kalam), where he was clearly influenced by
the Maturidi school. This influence is evident in the chapters on "Ethics"
(al-Husn wa al-Qubh), "Commands and Prohibitions,” and "Human
Acts," relying on the works of the Maturidi scholars of Transoxiana (Ma
Wara’ al-Nabhr).

As for his Methodology in handling these sources, it was
characterized by Comparison, where al-Nasafi compared the views of the
Hanafis and the Shafi'is (especially Imam al-Shafi'i and al-Juwayni),
refuting opponents with strong arguments. He followed the path of
Conciseness and Refinement (al-lkhtisar wa al-Tahrir), distinguished by
his ability to summarize the views of his predecessors (like al-Bazdawi)
while adding his own touch of clarification. Lastly, he emphasized
Rational Inference, blending textual sources with the logical and rational
frameworks prevalent in his time.
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