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Abstract:

Islamic ceramics is considered one of the most prominent arts that expressed the
intellectual and aesthetic transformations in Islamic civilization. It was not merely a
utilitarian vessel, but rather constituted a symbolic structure bearing cultural, spiritual, and
philosophical connotations. Among the ceramic schools that emerged strongly in Islamic
history, Seljuk ceramics stands out as an artistic experience characterized by technical
diversity and aesthetic openness. This makes it amenable to interpretation through
deconstruction, a critical method that seeks to dismantle fixed structures and reveal the
contradictions inherent within the text or artwork. Deconstruction, as a philosophical and
critical approach associated with the ideas of Jacques Derrida, aims to destabilize
centralities and reveal the multiplicity of meanings within a single structure, so that the
text or artwork is no longer confined to a single meaning. When this concept is applied to
Seljuk ceramics, the ceramic piece transforms from a rigid decorative element into an
open visual discourse where form intertwines with symbol, color with function, and space
with fullness. Seljuk ceramics emerged under the Seljuk state during the 11th and 13th
centuries CE and were characterized by remarkable technical development in the
production of lusterware, enamelware, and ceramics with geometric, floral, and
calligraphic motifs. However, a deconstructive reading of this art does not view these
elements as homogeneous units, but rather seeks to reveal the visual fragmentation and
overlapping relationships that produce multiple meanings within a single work. In many

1541



2026 S 21A 2 Rgalal g B Lia¥l s Alcy) Gl A0l Alsal) TN
! L &
NO.21A May 2026 Iraqi Journal of Humanitarian, Social and Scientific Research &b
Print ISSN 2710-0952 Electronic ISSN2790-1254 )
e |
Seljuk examples, rigid geometric patterns are juxtaposed with human and animal figures,
creating a kind of tension between the sacred and the profane, and between abstraction
and imitation. From a deconstructive perspective, this tension represents a departure from
a single pattern, where opposites coexist within the artistic structure without one negating
the other. Arabic calligraphy, for example, does not merely serve a writing function; it
becomes a visual element that blurs the boundaries between language and image.
Keywords: deconstruction, centricity, difference, Seljuk pottery
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