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Kwame Nkrumah is considered one of the
most prominent figures of national liberation in
Africa during the 20th century, a founding leader
of modern Ghana, and a key theorist of Pan-
Africanism. He combined radical anti-colonial
political thought with organizational prowess and
a pan-African ambition that transcended borders,
making him a pivotal figure in African political
history. Nkrumah represents a unique case of
the intersection of liberation thought and state-
building, and he embodies a model of a leader who
attempted to transition fromresisting colonialism to
establishing an independent civilizational project,
despite facing internal and external challenges that
culminated in a coup that overthrew his rule in
1966.

This study aims to provide a coherent academic
analysis of Nkrumah's life and work by examining
his intellectual and political background, reviewing
his role in Ghana's independence, evaluating
his state-building and development project, and
exploring his impact on Pan-Africanism and his
place in the continent's political memory.
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