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The Function and Standing of Poets
”among Pre-Islamic Arabs

Abstract

The importance of this topic stems from
the fact that poetry was regarded as the
primary means of expression among the
Arabs before Islam. Through it, we can
understand the social, political, and
cultural life of that era. The poet was not
merely a talented individual but rather the
voice of his tribe, its spokesman, and its
historical record, which makes him a
cornerstone in comprehending pre-Islamic
civilization and its traditions. The
significance of this subject also lies in the
fact that pre-Islamic poetry constitutes one
of the most prominent sources of authentic
Arab heritage and a vital reference for
studying the history of the Arabs before
Islam. It clearly reveals the poet’s role in
society and the respect and influence he
enjoyed. Moreover, studying this subject
helps us understand the later development
of Arabic poetry in the Islamic era and
shows how it transitioned from a tribal
instrument to a means of preaching and
reform . Poetry among the pre-Islamic
Arabs was closely tied to daily life; it
documented their heroism, genealogies,
and battles, and was transmitted orally and
preserved by reciters. The poet served as
the official spokesman of the tribe, its
defender through words, the one who
immortalized its triumphs, and the one
who exposed its enemies. A tribe took
pride in having an eloquent poet to
represent it. Poets often received gifts
from kings and tribal leaders in return for
their panegyrics—such as money, gold,
camels, horses, political or military
protection, and sometimes even honorary
titles or positions. Due to their eloquence
and persuasive power, some poets were
entrusted with diplomatic missions on

behalf of rulers and chiefs
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