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The use of social networking sites and its relationship to changes in
values: a field study
Dr. Mouj Ali Hussein
University of Babylon — College of Arts — Department of Sociology

Abstract: Contemporary society has witnessed an unprecedented expansion in
the use of social networking sites, to the point that they have become an integral
part of the daily lives of individuals and groups, and a fundamental medium for
producing meaning, exchanging symbols, and shaping trends and attitudes. The
role of these sites is no longer limited to communication and news sharing; it has
extended to influencing the system of social, cultural, and moral values,
particularly among young people, who are the most engaged in the digital sphere.
Human societies are currently experiencing numerous developments and
advancements in most fields, whether economic, political, social, or
technological. Perhaps the most prominent of these is technological progress,
which can be a catalyst for advancement and change in other areas. Through
technological advancement, many patterns in society have changed, most notably
the patterns and forms of social values. The ever-evolving field of technology,
with its unprecedented tools, relationships, and work methods, coupled with the
communications revolution's rapid pace and vast information dissemination from
one society to another, along with the diverse range of ideas and cultures it has
generated, have all led to various changes in intellectual life, customs, and social
values. These changes have significantly contributed to the clash of ideas between
parents and children, ultimately resulting in a generational conflict of values.
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