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Abstract

This study examines “The Role of Persuasion in Religious Television Programs in
Shaping Youth Convictions.” It addresses religious television programs and their
persuasive role in changing, modifying, or instilling religious convictions among youth.
The research problem focuses on persuasion in religious television programs and its
.relationship to shaping the religious convictions of young audiences

The study aims to identify the motives behind youth exposure to Islamic and Christian
religious programs, to reveal the persuasive appeals employed by these programs to
attract young viewers, and to determine the persuasive techniques that are most
.appealing to youth within this type of programming

The researcher adopted the survey method, relying on the questionnaire as the primary
research tool. The research population consisted of youth who watch religious programs
in Iraq and Egypt. A purposive (non-probability) sample was selected from young
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viewers of religious programs in both countries. The sample size reached 600
respondents, distributed as 300 in Iraq and 300 in Egypt. In Iraq, the sample included
100 respondents from Basra Governorate, 100 from Dhi Qar Governorate, and 100 from
Karbala Governorate, equally divided between males and females in each governorate.
In Egypt, the sample consisted of 300 respondents from Cairo, also equally divided

.between males and females
The findings indicated that the primary motive for Muslim youth in watching religious
programs is learning Islamic legal rulings related to various aspects of daily life, whereas
the main motive for Christian youth is benefiting from the information provided in the
program. The results also showed that both Muslim and Christian youth confirmed that
rational appeals attract them to watch religious programs. Meanwhile, the variation
between Muslim and Christian youth in their preferences regarding emotional appeals
suggests that this type of appeal attracts them in ways shaped by the specific religious
and doctrinal contexts on which religious television programs are based.
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