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Several arguments have emerged regarding the
extent to which governments acquire their political
legitimacy. Since the 1960s, the African continent
has witnessed the formation of formal and informal
institutions with legal and constitutional foundations.

However, many African countries have faced the
challenge of having institutions with political and legal
legitimacy, given the existence of political systems that
do not distinguish between a state with institutions and
a state without institutions, and that do not recognize
political and legal legitimacy. There is a difference
between a state based on institutions, founded on
legitimacy, constitutionality, and the rule of law, and
a state lacking institutions, based on close ties to tribal
and ethnic affiliations and the absence of balance and
separation of powers. This difference has widened in
many African countries, particularly since the beginning
of the 21st century and the subsequent developments in
the international system. Consequently, many African
countries still suffer from a fundamental problem their
inability to determine the required direction in their
political practices to achieve stability. This is due to
the numerous challenges facing their political systems.
However, there are also supportive opportunities that
African countries can capitalize on to achieve stability
across the continent.
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