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The Administrative and Military Achievements of the Abbasid Caliph Al-
Mutawakkil
Asst. Lecturer. Omar Hameed Yaseen
Abstract:

This research examines the reign of the Abbasid caliph al-Mutawakkil ‘ala Allah
as a pivotal phase in the history of the Abbasid state during the Second Abbasid
period. During his rule, the caliphate witnessed a complex overlap between
legitimate authority embodied in the caliph and effective power that had come to
rest largely in the hands of military leaders, particularly the Turkish commanders.
The study demonstrates that al-Mutawakkil assumed power in a turbulent political
context inherited from his predecessors, marked by the growing influence of the
troops and a decline in the caliph’s ability to govern independently. The study
shows that al-Mutawakkil’s domestic policy focused on reorganizing the
administrative apparatus, dismissing a number of senior officials, and attempting
to build a new base of rule reliant on secretaries associated with Baghdad and the
Tahirids, alongside efforts to establish a balance among Arab, Persian, and
Turkish elements within state institutions. He also sought to curb Turkish
dominance through various measures, including the redistribution of provinces,
the appointment of his sons as heirs apparent, and the formation of alternative
military forces. However, these efforts failed to achieve the desired results due to
the entrenched nature of Turkish military power and the interlocking interests
within the court, The research further concludes that al-Mutawakkil’s move to
Damascus represented a bold political attempt to escape the impasse of military
control in Samarra and to establish an alternative center of rule that might grant
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the caliphate greater independence in decision-making. Yet this step collided with

existing power balances and the ability of Turkish commanders to thwart the

project, leading to al-Mutawakkil’s swift return to Iraq and the continuation of the

political crisis without a fundamental resolution.

Keywords: al-Mutawakkil, the Abbasid State, military achievements, the Turks,
Damascus.
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