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Features of the Aramaic linguistic

presence in Karbala on the eve of
the Islamic conquest: A study in roots
and extension

Abstract

The Aramaic language remained active
in use throughout Iraq, including the city
of Karbala, until the era of the Arab-
Islamic conquests. That is, at the end of
the seventh century AD, weakness and
decline began to creep in as a result of
their contact and interaction with Arabs
and the large number of Arabs. Thus, the
Arabic language dominated it in the
tenth century AD. However, the Aramaic
language remained a language limited to
religious aspects and was used in
churches for prayers, and their religious
scholars began to explain the Holy Bible
to people in Arabic to a degree.
Arabization in the Levant and Iraq
differed from one place to another and
from one human group to another. The
plain areas were Arabized very quickly,
faster than the mountainous areas were
Arabized. It is worth mentioning here
that the Muslim Arabs, during the Arab-
Islamic conquests, spread the word
Nabataeans. Iraq was inhabited by the
remnants of the Nabateans, who spoke
Aramaic to refer to the peasants. The
Arabs did not harm or harm them during
the conquest phase or after it, but rather
they were left to their work in irrigation
and agriculture, and this is a very
important issue because they spoke
Aramaic, which is closely related to the
Arabic language, is unanimously agreed
upon by researchers who specialize in
the Arabic language, and Islam has
spread widely among them
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