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The issue of constituent order in the Arabic clause remains one of the 

most debated topics in modern theoretical linguistics, largely stemming 

from the characterization of Arabic as a free word order language based on 

the diversity of its surface structures, such as VSO, SVO, OSV, and others. 

However, this characterization poses a profound theoretical dilemma 

concerning the nature of Arabic syntactic structure, case assignment 

mechanisms, subject position, and the interface between syntax and 

information structure. This article aims to provide a comprehensive critical 

review of the syntactic, pragmatic, and interface approaches that have 

addressed this phenomenon, evaluated their explanatory power and 

highlighted their methodological limitations. The study concludes that 

Arabic does not exemplify an absolute free word order paradigm; rather, it 

exhibits syntactic flexibility that is strictly conditioned by precise structural 

and interpretive constraints. 
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