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Abstract

Determining the applicable law in personal status matters raises
numerous issues related to establishing the connecting factor that a judge
can use to arrive at the applicable law, whether concerning marriage,
divorce, or inheritance. Judges may encounter difficulties not only in
determining the applicable law but also in identifying the underlying legal
relationships at the heart of the dispute, as well as in classifying the legal
relationship and determining what falls within the scope of personal status
matters. Understanding the connecting factors in personal status matters is
of paramount importance, enabling judges to identify the most appropriate
and favorable connecting factor for individuals in these cases. Even though
Iraqi legislation relies on nationality as a connecting factor, its application
raises some issues, necessitating the development of an alternative
connecting factor to determine the applicable law. The impact of foreign
law on personal status matters is a significant and sensitive issue due to its
connection to an individual's legal status and their relationship with their
family, which may involve a foreign element. A subject of conflict between

laws.
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