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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the concept of Qur’anic inimitability (i‘jaz) by
comparing the creedal (‘aqidi) and linguistic methodologies, and critically
examining the notion of "scientific inimitability” in light of both approaches.
The research affirms that the essence of Qur’anic inimitability, as understood in
classical Islamic thought, rests on two interrelated dimensions: the creedal
dimension, which establishes the Qur’an as definitive proof of the Prophet’s
truthfulness, and the linguistic dimension, which demonstrates the Arabs’—
masters of eloquence and rhetoric—inability to rival the Qur’an in their own
field of expertise. The study argues that “scientific inimitability," despite the
good intentions of its proponents, departs from the original nature of the
Qur’anic challenge, as it relies on scientific facts unknown at the time of
revelation and confines the Qur’anic text to shifting epistemological
frameworks. The research concludes that scientific inimitability cannot serve as
an independent proof of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature; at best, it may
function—as a secondary, corroborative indicator—provided it adheres to strict
methodological criteria, respects the historical-linguistic context of the text, and
Is not presented as a primary purpose of revelation. Ultimately, preserving the
Qur’an’s identity as a “book of guidance” necessitates rigorous linguistic
analysis and sound creedal understanding, avoiding apologetic agendas or
forced interpretations.
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