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Boko Haram originated in 2002 in northeastern
Nigeriaand remains active despite counterterrorism
efforts. This article discusses how the group
distorts Islam’s image and threatens security in
Central and West Africa. It explores the group’s
origins, funding, susceptibility to penetration, and
potential counter-strategies. Originally named
"Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'awati wal-Jihad,"
the Hausa nickname "Boko Haram" means
"Western education is forbidden." The group
rejects Western education and culture, aiming to
establish an Islamic state. It became a jihadist
movement in 2009, affiliated with Al-Qaeda in
the Islamic Maghreb, and began coordinating
with ISIS in 2015. The group holds a fanatical
interpretation of Islam, accusing mainstream
Muslims of apostasy. It kills Muslims in mosques,
kidnaps girls for forced marriage, and claims to
defend Islam, gaining local support in northern
Nigeria by exploiting religious sentiment. The
paper recommends using soft power to counter
the group—promoting authentic Islamic teachings
that emphasize tolerance, peaceful coexistence,
and the sanctity of human life. Muslims must learn
that killing any person without just cause is strictly
forbidden in Islam and leads to hell.
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(1) A Study of the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism analyses
the drivers of public support to five reasons: emergence and emancipation
for northern Nigeria, political interests and elite exploitation, poverty, and
underdevelopment, the religion as opium for the masses, and transnational
drivers like foreign fighters and firearms, Nigeria's troubled north:
Interrogating the Drivers of Public Support for Boko Haram. Akinola
Ejodame-Olojo, ICCT Research paper, International Centre for Counter-

Terrorism. The Hague, 2013. In: http;//www.icct.nl/download/file
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