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Taxes and Women's Crafts
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Abstract
The Fatimid State (358-567 AH / 969-1171 CE) stands as one of the most
distinctive Islamic polities in terms of its administrative and economic
flexibility, which allowed various social groups to participate actively in
economic life. Within this dynamic, women emerged not merely as consumers
but as direct economic agents through their engagement in crafts and skilled
industries that were integral to Fatimid urban society.This study seeks to
examine the financial obligations imposed on women in the Fatimid State,
focusing on two main aspects: the taxes levied on women’s economic activities,
and women’s crafts as a case study that reveals the nature of the economic
relationship between women and the state. By analyzing documents, archival
records, and accounts from historical and travel literature, the research aims to
reassess the conventional view of women’s role in the medieval economy,
arguing that their participation was neither marginal nor passive, but rather a
functional part of the state’s fiscal and social structure
Keywords: Women, Fatimid State
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