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Abstract
The research discusses the course and sources of Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani in his book (Dhayl
al-Durar al-Kamina), according to the historical method which sheds light upon
identifying the curriculum followed in compiling the biographies, as well as upon
revealing his sources in writing them. The study shows that Ibn Hajar did not confine
himself to recording names and dates; rather, he adopted a precise scientific method in
selecting the figures, constructing the biographies, and describing the scholarly, political,
administrative, intellectual, social, and economic aspects of their lives. Through this, the
biography becomes a documentary text reflecting a nearly complete picture of the status
of the figures within their society and era .
The study demonstrates that Ibn Hajar relies on specific criteria in his biographical
method, combining the scholarly and narrational criterion with the historical and social
criterion, giving attention to dates, the accuracy of names and lineages, positions of office,
and the relationships between scholars and their teachers and students. Thus, the
biography acquires an analytical dimension rather than being merely descriptive .
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