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This research aimed to identify the level of soft teaching skills among sixth-
grade science teachers in biology. It also aimed to identify differences in the
level of soft teaching skills among male and female sixth-grade science teachers
in biology, to determine the achievement level of sixth-grade science students in
biology, to identify differences in achievement levels in biology between male
and female sixth-grade science students, and to determine the relationship
between the soft teaching skills of biology teachers and their students' academic
achievement. To achieve these objectives, the researchers adopted a descriptive
correlational approach. The research population consisted of sixth-grade science
biology teachers and sixth-grade science students in public day schools affiliated
with the Baghdad Al-Karkh 2 Education Directorate during the 2025-2026
academic year. The research sample consisted of (60) teachers and (424) sixth-
grade science students, selected using random sampling. Two instruments were
developed to collect data from both samples: the first was a soft teaching skills
scale for biology teachers, which in its final version comprised (90) items
distributed across (10) skills. The final version of this scale consisted of (30)
items, each item being a five-response question in the Kert format. The validity
and reliability of the scale were verified, and it was administered to the research
sample from November 16-30, 2025. The second instrument was a biology
achievement test, which in its final version comprised (50) items distributed
across (38) objective and (12) essay questions. The validity and reliability of this
test were verified, and it was administered to the research sample from
December 14-24, 2025.The results showed that sixth-grade science biology
teachers possess an average level of soft teaching skills. There were no
differences between male and female teachers in these soft teaching skills.
Furthermore, sixth-grade science students demonstrated a high level of
achievement in biology. There were no differences between male and female
students in their biology achievement. Additionally, a positive, non-linear
relationship was found between the soft teaching skills of biology teachers and
their students' biology achievement. Based on these results, several conclusions
and recommendations were reached, including: sixth-grade science biology
teachers possess an average level of soft teaching skills, suitable for their
teaching responsibilities; and sixth-grade science students demonstrate a high
level of achievement in biology, commensurate with the importance of this stage
in determining their academic path.
Keywords: Soft teaching skills — Biology achievement — Sixth-grade science
students ‘
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